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(54) A seat for a motor vehicle 

(57) A seat for a motor vehicle comprises a squab 20 for sitting on and a seat-back 4 which has a hook 2 in its 
back The seat-back 4 is pivotable between a first position which allows a passenger to sit in the seat, and a 
second position in which the back of the seat-back 4 provides a load surface. The hook 2 may be used for 
hanging things on, for example a shopping bag 6, when the seat is in the first position. In the second position 
the hook 2 may be used for anchoring a load. Different types of hooks are described. 
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A SEAT FOR A MOTOR VEHICLE 

. The present invention relates to a seat for a motor 
vehicle, and particularly for a saloon or hatchback motor 
car. 

According, to the present invention there, is provided a 
seat for a motor vehicle, the seat comprising a squab for 
sitting on and a seat-back which can be pivoted relative 
to the squab between a first position which allows a 
passenger to sit in the seat, and a second position in 
which the back of the seat-back provides a load surface, 
wherein the back of the seat-back is provided wi,th a hook 
for hanging things on when the seat-back is in the first 
position, and to which a load can be anchored when the 
seat-back is in the second position. 

The load may be anchored by any suitable anchoring means, 
for example a rope, wire, cord, chain, or string. The 
load may be a piece of luggage, and anchoring of this to 
the seat-back helps to prevent the luggage sliding about 
in the vehicle. The anchoring means may be elastic. 

Preferably the seat is a rear seat of a motor vehicle. 
Thus when the seat is being used for sitting on, the hook 
may be employed for supporting, for example, a bag of 
shopping in the boot of the vehicle. By pivoting the 
seat-back forwards, the back of the seat-back may be used 
to support an item of luggage, for example a suitcase, and 
a rope or other anchoring means may be passed through the 
hook and over or around the luggage so as to anchor the 
luggage and reduce its freedom to move relative to the 
load surface. 
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In a preferred embodiment the seat is used in a motor 
vehicle which has a boot space and which is provided with 
a second anchoring member to provide a second anchoring 
point for a rope or other anchoring means so as to anchor 
5 the luggage. The second anchoring member may comprise a 
second hook / a loop of metal or structural plastics 
material,, a bracket, or any other suitable means for 
retaining and/or tensioning a rope or other anchoring 
means in co-operation with the hook. 

10 

The seat is preferably provided with a recess in which the 
hook may be stowed when not required. The hook may be 
pivoted or folded into the recess, or it may be mounted in 
the back of the seat-back by means of a demountable 
15 connection, for example a screw- threaded connection, which 
allows the hook to be demounted for stowing. 

In a preferred embodiment the hook is provided with means 
for releasably retaining an item which it supports* This 

20 allows an item to be securely retained by the hook whilst 
the vehicle is in motion. This may be achieved, for 
example, by providing the hook with a spring-loaded 
retention flap which in a rest position forms a closed 
loop with the hook. By pushing, for example, the handle 

25 of a shopping bag against the spring-loaded retention 
flap, the flap opens up the loop to allow the shopping bag 
to enter the loop and be retained by the hook. 
Alternatively the retention flap could be provided with an 
active hinge . The user pivots the flap so as to open up 

30 the loop and allow the shopping bag to be hung on the 
hook, and pushes on the active hinge to cause the flap to 
snap into place. 

The seat may have only a single hook, but it is preferred 
35 that the seat is provided with a plurality of hooks to 



allow several items to be supported on the seat-back, or 
to allow a plurality of different anchoring points to be 
employed. 

5 The seat may be a single seat or a seat for more than one 
person, for example the rear seat arrangement of a family 
saloon car or hatchback. If the seat is for more than one 
person, the seat-back may optionally be divided into a 
plurality of parts, each of which may be independently 
10 pivotable with respect to the squab or sguabs. 

The seat may optionally be provided with means for 
releasably retaining it in a preferred position. The 
means may comprise, for example, a latching mechanism 

15 which is engageable as a push fit and which is releasable 
by operating a handle or lever. Such mechanisms are well 
known to those skilled in the art. Two separate latches 
may be provided, one for engaging and/or retaining the 
seat in the first position, and the other for engaging 

20 and/or retaining the seat in the second position. 

The seat-back may be manufactured separately from the 
squab, and the invention therefore also provides a seat- 
back for a seat for a motor vehicle, which seat-back is 

25 adapted to be pivotal ly mounted in relation to a .squab for 
sitting on, so that the seat-back can be pivoted relative 
to the squab between a first position which allows a 
passenger to sit in the seat, and a second position in 
which the back of the seat-back provides a load surface, 

30 wherein the back of the seat-back is provided with a hook 
for hanging things on when the seat-back is in the first 
position, and to which a load can be anchored when the 
seat-back is in the second position. 



The invention will now be further described , by way of 
example , with reference to the following drawings in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of two seats in 
accordance with the present invention mounted in a 
motor vehicle; 

Figure 2 is a sectional view of a hook for a seat 
according to one embodiment of the invention; 

Figure 3 is a sectional view of a hook for a seat 
according to an alternative embodiment, of the 
invention; 

Figure 4 is a view of a seat in accordance with the 
invention when used in a first position; and 

Figure 5 is a view of a seat in accordance with the 
invention when used in a second position* 

Figure 1 shows a motor car 8 in which the seat-backs 4 of 
the rear seats each have a hook 2 which is used to support 
a shopping bag 6. Because the shopping bags 6 are 
supported in this way they do not roll around on -the floor 
of the boot when the car is being driven. The driver can 
therefore drive home from the shops without the prospect 
of being confronted with the familiar sight of shopping 
strewn throughout the boot. 

Figures 2 and 3 show two alternative embodiments of hinge 
for use with the invention. In Figure 2, the hook 2 is 
fixed in a sheet or bar of metal 14 in the seat-back 4. 
The hook 2 has a retention flap 10 which is biased by an 
active hinge 18 so that it is bistable between the closed 
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loop position shown by solid lines and the open position 
shown by the dashed lines 16. Pivoting of the retention 
flap 10 in the directions of the arrow 12 opens or closes 
the hook so that a shopping bag or other item may be 
5 placed on, or removed from, the hook 2. 

In Figure 3 , the retention flap 10a has a hinge 18a which 
is spring-biased so as to urge the flap 10a to adopt the 
rest position shown by the solid lines. Pushing or 

10 dropping the handle of a shopping bag, for example , 
against the flap 10a forces the flap 10a towards the 
position shown by dotted lines 16a. The movement of the 
flap 10a in the direction of the arrow 12a opens .or closes 
the hook 2 so that a shopping bag or other item may be 

15 placed on, or removed from, the hook 2. 

Figure 4 shows a seat in accordance with the invention 
being used to support a bag 6 of shopping. The seat 
comprises a squab 20 for sitting on, and a seat-back 4 

20 which is provided with a hook 2 in its back. The hook 2 
supports the bag 6 so as to prevent the bag 6 from rolling 
around on the floor 22 of the boot. The floor 22 is 
provided with a loop 24 of metal which will be used to 
help secure a piece of luggage 26 as shown in Figure 5. 

25 With the seat-back 4 pivoted forwards the back of the 
seat-back 4 co-operates with the floor 22 of the boot to 
provide a load surface which carries the luggage 26. A 
rope 28 is passed through the hook 2 and the loop 24 and 
back, and this rope 28 serves to anchor the luggage 26 so 

30 as to help prevent it from moving relative to the floor 22 
or the seat-back 4. More than one hook 2 and/or loop 24 
may be provided so as to allow a greater choice in 
positioning of the rope or other anchoring means, and more 
secure anchoring of the luggage 26, 

35 
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Although the invention has been described with reference 
to the use of the hook for hanging shopping bags or other 
items when the seat is in the first position, the use of 
the hook is not limited to this application, and it may be 
5 used for other applications. For example the hook may be 
used to anchor luggage when the seat is in the first 
position as well as when it is in the second position. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A seat for a motor vehicle, the seat comprising a 
squab for sitting on and a seat-back which can be pivoted 

5 relative to the squab between a first position which 
allows a passenger to sit in the seat, and a second 
position in which the back of the seat-back provides a 
load . surface, wherein the back of the seat-back is 
provided with a hook for hanging things on when the seat- 
10 back is in the first position, and for anchoring a load 
when the seat-back is in the second position. 

2. A seat as claimed in claim 1, wherein the seat is 
provided with a recess in which the hook may be stowed 

15 when not being used. 

3. A seat as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the 
hook is provided with means for releasably retaining an 
item which it supports. 

20 

4. A seat as claimed in claim 3, wherein the releasable 
retention means comprises a spring-loaded flap. 

5. A seat as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, 
25 wherein the seat is provided with means for releasably 

retaining it in a preferred position. 

6. A motor vehicle in which is mounted a seat as claimed 
in any one of the preceding claims. 

30 

7. A motor vehicle as claimed in claim 6, which has a 
boot space which is provided with a second anchoring 
member for a rope or other anchoring means. 
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8. A motor vehicle as claimed in claim 7, wherein the 
second anchoring member comprises a loop of metal. 

9. A seat-back for a seat for a motor vehicle, which 
5 seat-back is adapted to be pivotally mounted in relation 

to a squab for sitting on, so that the seat-back can be 
pivoted relative to the squab between a first position 
which allows a passenger to sit in the seat, and a second 
position in which the back of the seat-back provides a 
10 load surface, wherein the back of the seat-back is 
provided with a hook for hanging things on when the seat- 
back is in the first position, and to which a load can be 
anchored when the seat-back is in the second position. 

15 10. A seat substantially as hereinbefore described with 
reference to and as shown in any one of the drawings. 
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